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count of Fremont is colored by this method of defense and renders the 
account of the St. Louis difficulty and of his later course in the army less 
convincing than it might otherwise be. In fairness it must be said that 
as a biography this book is not convincing. 

But it is already obvious that this book should be judged from another 
standpoint. We suspect that the author was drawn to the subject of 
this biography by the study of the successive explorations. He knows 
the ground thoroughly, and has woven into his account of Fremont's 
journeys much personal experience as to locality and custom. For his 
intensely interesting account of these explorations we should be very 
grateful. 

The book is profusely illustrated. The photographs are excellent and 
the drawings by the author in good taste. There are eight maps ; the one 
showing the routes of the five expeditions, opposite page 68, may be par- 
ticularly noticed. The index is ample and the bibliography lengthy. 

Edgar B. Robinson. 

The Spanish Archives of New Mexico. Compiled and Chronologically 
Arranged with Historical, Genealogical, Geographical, and 
Other Annotations, by Authority of the State of Mexico. By 
Ralph Emerson Twitchell, of the New Mexico Bar. In two 
volumes. (Cedar Rapids: The Torch Press, 1914. 525; 683 
p. $12.00) 
The prefatory note to these volumes contains a brief sketch of the his- 
tory of the archives of New Mexico in which the author follows and, in 
some particulars, supplements the account of these archives, by Professor 
Vaughan in a report of the American Historical Association. Mr. 
Twitchell takes exception to the manner in which the archives of the ter- 
ritory of New Mexico were transferred from Santa Fe to the manuscripts 
division of the Library of Congress: "Legally, the government had the 
right to assert its ownership and control over these documents, but mor- 
ally, it was an act which is justified only by the very excellent work which 
has been accomplished by the Librarian of Congress since they have been 
in his custody. . . New Mexicans can congratulate themselves that the 
records of the court of private land claims were permitted to remain in 
the custody of the surveyor-general." The author informs the reader 
that his calendar of the legal documents in the care of the surveyor-gen- 
eral of New Mexico "with some changes and other modifications" was 
taken from a "list" which had been prepared by A. F. Bandelier. In 
compiling his second volume concerning the historical archives of New 
Mexico, Mr. Twitchell "employed" the excellent calendar which was 
being prepared by the Library of Congress. 

The first volume of this compilation deals with the papers concerning 
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New Mexico under Spain and Mexico which repose in the office of the 
surveyor-general at Santa Fe. This volume contains about fourteen 
hundred items, each of which consists of a brief calendar of a document, 
or of a series of documents. Frequently, these calendars are accom- 
panied by editorial comment, which is often drawn from other sources 
than the documents themselves. At times, these comments are of con- 
siderable length. Sometimes quotations are made from translations of 
the manuscripts. Occasionally, a translation of the document is printed 
in full. Here and there, the arrangement of the various items is not 
strictly chronological : for example, a document dated 1844 is listed not 
far from a document bearing the date 1704. The calendars deal with a 
variety of subjects: government, laws, administration, colonization, In- 
dians, immigration, and courts. A large amount of space is naturally 
devoted to land grants and to disputes arising therefrom. Many of the 
documents which are listed here possess interest for the student of his- 
tory, as well as for the New Mexican lawyer. Probably the most illum- 
inating document published in this volume is a translation of the will of 
Marques de la Nava de Brazinas, governor of New Mexico, which was 
drawn up at Santa Fe in 1704. In an interesting fashion this testament 
records the personal property of the governor: Negro slaves, chocolate, 
and cattle. In his collection of silverware there were twenty-four small 
silver dishes, six silver candlesticks, twelve silver porringers, all marked 
with his coat of arms, and a silver shaving-mug. Among the jewelry 
found in his belongings were a pair of pearl ear-rings, with eight fine 
emeralds; a ring, with two diamonds, enameled in black and gold. In 
the governor's wardrobe there was a cloth suit with gold buttons, a waist- 
coat and trousers of brown cloth, adorned with flounces of gold and 
silver, besides six shirts embroidered with the best lace. 

The second volume of this compilation is concerned with the Spanish 
archives of New Mexico which at present are housed in the Library of 
Congress. The chief of the division of manuscripts of that library has 
estimated that these "New Mexico Papers" contain approximately twen- 
ty thousand documents. These documents, which date from 1621 to 
1847, are filed in one hundred and eighty leather-bound portfolios. 
Sometime ago, the Library of Congress had completed the calendars for 
about seventy portfolios of these papers, which concern the period from 
1621 to 1823. In his second volume Mr. Twitchell lists over three thou- 
sand items, which presumably, were indexed in the calendars of the Li- 
brary of Congress. These items cover the years from 1621 to 1821. In 
this volume the chronological order is followed ; and, in other particulars, 
the method of presentation is somewhat better than in the first volume. 
The documents which are calendared appear to have greater historic in- 
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terest than those which are calendared in volume one. In this volume 
there is material concerning the Puehlo Indians. A list is given of the 
families that emigrated from Mexico to New Mexico as colonists in 1693. 
A translation is given "of the justification of Governor Brazinas by the 
cabildo of Santa Fe on December 2, 1703. Material is presented in re- 
gard to the trial of certain Indians for witchcraft. There are a number 
of indices of the reports of the presidial military company of Santa F4 
A rare document is printed in Spanish which deals with the expedition 
of Lieutenant Zebulon Montgomery Pike. One of the most instructive 
documents translated in this volume is the letter of a friar, Silvestre 
Velez de Escalante, Santa F6, April 2, 1778, to Father Juan Agustin de 
Morfi, which contains a brief sketch of New Mexico with special attention 
to the last two decades of the seventeenth century. The items mentioned 
above will merely suggest the vast amount of rich historical material 
which is thus made known by the publication of the translations of cer- 
tain documents and of a great number of calendars. 

These two portly volumes, which are indexed separately, will be very 
useful to many students of history. Evidently, they are based in a con- 
siderable part upon the patient labors of other persons than the compiler. 
There are blemishes in these volumes, such as omitted accents and mis- 
spelled words. To the reviewer, it appears unfortunate that Mr. 
Twitchell intercalated so much extraneous material among the calen- 
dars — material which apparently will not be of much service to people 
outside of New Mexico. It ought to be noted that these volumes contain 
the calendars of only a part of the Spanish archives of New Mexico. 
Mr. Twitchell has left the task unfinished : at present there do not exist 
even manuscript calendars for more than one hundred portfolios of the 
New Mexico papers in the Library of Congress, which deal with the 
period from 1823 to 1847. From a personal examination of these papers, 
the reviewer is convinced that they contain much material of historic 
interest to students of the southwestern portion of the present United 
States. 

"William Spence Robertson 

The Philippines Past and Present. By Dean C. Worcester, secretary of 

the interior of the Philippine Islands, 1901-1913; member of 

the Philippine commission, 1900-1913. In two volumes. (New 

York: The Macmillan Company, 1914. 500; 501-1024 p. 

$6.00 net) 

Most readers of Mr. "Worcester's book will already have read Judge 

Blount's The American Occupation of the Philippines and Mr. Leroy's 

The Americans in the Philippines. Leroy wrote history well. Judge 

Blount used certain historical materials to support a thesis. It has re- 



